
Good Wednesday afternoon, New South Family. Welcome to the 52nd edition of the Weekly Word – this for 
the weeks ending July 17, 2020. 
 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐The Critical‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
 
Announcements 
 
1) Annual Conference Ordination Service:  This service is scheduled for Saturday, August 29, 10:00 a.m. 
to 11:30a at Wilmore.  Bishop Keith Cowart will be with us. 
Also on the 29th at 8:45 a.m., Adam Teacher will be with us for an update about his life and ministry.  Please 
come to the Building C Great Hall, grab a doughnut and listen to what God is doing in places far away. 
 
2) Kids and Teen Camp Have Been Cancelled, which I’m sure you’ve heard by now.  Many thanks to all 
who worked hard to try to make those events happen. 
 
Church of the Week:  Please keep the Elkatawa (KY) FMC in your prayers, along with Pastor Paul Shepherd.  
 

Conference / Superintendent’s Calendar (all times eastern; in-person schedule subject to COVID restrictions) 
  
August 9-11:  ABS Meeting – Indianapolis  
August 13:  DL Zoom, 9:30a 
August 21  BOA Zoom, 7:00p 
August 25-28:  Starting Strong for new pastors - Indianapolis 
August 28:  BOA meeting – Wilmore, 6:00p (Superintendent Search Team) 
August 29  Breakfast meeting with Adam Teacher – Wilmore, 8:45a 
August 29:  NSC Adjourned Sitting / Ordination – Wilmore, 10:00a  
September 10:  DL Zoom, 9:30a 
September 11-13: NSC Family Camp – pending restrictions 
September 23-25: New Room Conference, Nashville, TN 
October 6-8:  Global Overseer’s Team, Indianapolis 
October 16:  DL Meeting – Wilmore, 2:00p 
October 16:  BOA Meeting – Wilmore, 6:00p 
October 17:  MEG / MAC Meeting – Wilmore, 8:00a 
November 12:  DL Zoom, 9:30a 
December 10:  DL Zoom, 9:30a 
March 19:  DL Meeting – Wilmore, 2:00p 
March 19:  BOA Meeting – Wilmore, 6:00p 
March 20:  MEG/MAC – Wilmore, 8:00a   
 
And now... 
 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐The Important‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
 
Resources, Articles and Attachments 
 
1)  SEED – Our Free Methodist Microenterprise Ministry is selling face masks for the micro business in 
TOGO. For every one purchased the FM church in TOGO donates one to the community.  In Togo, it is 
mandatory that everyone, even children, must wear one in public, but many can’t afford one, so they don’t go 
out.  This is a very real ministry of Christ for the church. Take a look at all the information by clicking here.   
 
2) The Latest Update from FM Historical Urgency of Sanctification, a tremendous  can be found here. 
  

https://shopseedmarket.org/
https://mailchi.mp/fmcusa.org/evansville-seminary-and-early-free-methodist-education?e=cef4a5c84a


3)  A Good Word (From Nearly 50 Years Ago) about what ails our nation, from Bishop Fulton Sheen.  It’s 
long, but worthwhile.    From the National Catholic Register. 
 
"Our nation is too full of those that are crying Down…Down with schools. Down with the churches. Down with 
teachers. Down with government. Down with the police. Can you build anything down? You cannot!” 
Archbishop Fulton Sheen exclaimed to his TV audiences about America during his popular TV show in the mid-
1960s. 
 
He honed in on the same theme twice — the first time during his mid-1950s telecasts. Although these were 
over half a century ago, it looks like he was actually doing the broadcast currently in 2020. 
 
It wasn’t the first time Sheen seemed to see what was on the other side of the horizon from what was gaining 
some footholds in his day. Decades earlier he could foresee what might happen. And tried to reroute people. 
 
“The subject of this telecast is patriotism,” he told his 1960s TV audience.  He titled the talk Quo Vadis, 
America? He tied the title into the story of Peter fleeing from persecution in Rome. Peter meets the Lord 
heading the other way and asks, Quo Vadis, Domine — Where are you going, Lord? — who answers, “I am 
going to Rome.” 
 
“Quo Vadis America — America, where are you going? Where are we going in this day and age?d” Sheen 
asked. What about patriotism? “Patriotism is a virtue that was allied to the old virtue of the Greeks and Latin 
called pietas, meaning love of God, love of neighbor, love of country. And when one goes out, all go out.” 
 
When “we no longer have love of God,” he paused, “we no longer have love of country.” He said this at a time 
when churches were still fairly full and when most Catholics took their Sunday obligation seriously. 
 
Sheen went on. We examine particularly “today the problem of revolution. We started our country with a 
revolution. Revolution is in the air today … do we live in America in a revolutionary tradition? Certainly. But 
the question is: what kind of a revolution should we have? There are two kinds. One the kind we started with, 
the other the kind we have today.” 
 
The American Revolution was about “governing ourselves,” he said. “What's the revolution of today? What's 
its nature?” he again asked. “Violence. Violence just for the sake of violence. I mean the new type of revolt 
which involves destruction of everything that is in the past.” Tear down the statues. Saints. Sinners. 
Presidents. Remove all history. 
 
Sheen turned to the America Revolution. “The one who best expressed the principles of the American 
Revolution was Thomas Jefferson,” he said. “Thomas Jefferson is the antecedent of all Americans today who 
believe in self-government.” Pointing to the large word “Violence” he had written on the chalkboard, Sheen 
said, “Who's the preachy progenitor of this kind of revolution? Someone who was a contemporary of Thomas 
Jefferson. (Louis Antoine de) St.-Just (one of the architects of the 1793 French revolution) and all who were 
associated with him.” 
 
The saintly Sheen explained the difference of the two revolutions — “What Jefferson taught us, what we 
believe, what are the conditions of the preservation of our country, and St.-Just who holds exactly the same 
thing that the violent revolutionists of today hold in our country. They may not know that they are adopting 
his principles, but they are.” 
 



But Jefferson “founded our democracy upon two principles — one, the dignity of man,” Sheen emphasized. 
“Secondly, I would just simplify it for all rights and liberties come to us from God.” 
 
Jefferson “believed that the government must be founded upon the respect for the individual. So he 
investigated what are the source of our rights and liberties? Where do they come from? Where does my right 
of free speech come from? Or the right of assembly? Or any other right? ...From the federal government? 
Certainly not. If they came from the federal government, the federal government could take them away.” 
 
But Jefferson set down “in the second paragraph of the Declaration of Independence that it is a self-evident 
principle — self-evident — that the Creator,” Sheen again emphasized as he pointed a hand and finger 
dramatically to heaven, “the Creator — has endowed man with certain unalienable rights — unalienable! It 
cannot be taken away — among which are the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That is our 
democracy. Those are the two principles.” 
 
Speaking on the same subject in the mid-1950’s, Bishop Sheen put it this way: We must never think we have 
these rights because they’re listed in the Constitution. “No,” he emphasized, “because they are divinely 
given…See, our county has theological foundations. In other words, our Declaration of Independence is a 
declaration of dependence. We are independent because we are dependent on God. If we wish to keep our 
rights and liberties, we must also keep our God…Piety and patriotism go together. That’s the first glory of 
being an American.” 
 
He continued in the mid-60s show, “And isn't it interesting that that particular government (the French 
Revolution) and those governments in the world that deny the existence of God are those that deny the 
existence of human rights.” 
 
The architects of the French Revolution insisted on violence and terror as the only way to establish new 
government. “That was the thing that Jefferson had to fight against when he wrote the Declaration of 
Independence,” Sheen emphasized while adding something for the present in which communistic ideas were 
gaining. “I'm bringing it up now to remind you that we're going through exactly that same crisis now the 
Jefferson faced. Our country today has to choose once more between Jefferson and St.-Just. Which are we 
going to choose?” 
 
“It will be it will be easy to identify the new type of violence that's sweeping our country, our schools, our 
streets,” the ever prescient Sheen said, describing three characteristics. 
 
“The first characteristic of the new violence of our day is what we will call ‘elitism’…There used to be a 
virtuous elite, a corps of heroes and saints that very much influenced any culture and democracy. But the new 
elite practice is what is called ‘elitism,’ namely, there is a dominant minority that makes a lot of noise and that 
uses violence to force its will upon others.” Sheen pointed out that historian Arnold Toynbee identified two 
groups here. 
 
“I would call one of the groups the man with the bullhorn,” Sheen said. “He's always the leader. You just 
watch in any violent group today that follows the principle of St.-Just. Watch the man with the bullhorn. He's 
the leader…Secondly, there are the hangmen. The kind that…destroy property. Burn homes. Do anything to 
enforce their will. And then there” are the group that “just profit from violence. Confiscate property to be in 
on the violence.” 
 



Sheen saw another jolting aspect which he called a “new characteristic of a revolution — mysticism.” While 
the term “belongs to religion and doesn't belong actually in the field of politics, but has been transposed to 
politics.” How? The religious mystics say, God or nothing. 
 
Sheen got fired up as he pointed out, “The political mysticism is, of course, there is no God. It's my will or 
nothing. This is what the elite insists upon. No alternative. No compromise. So they would make in this 
mysticism a tabla rasa. They would wipe the slate clean of anything that opposes them. And then after they 
destroyed life and property, they would ask for an amnesty and immunity.” 
 
Thirdly…I found Toynbee saying that idea which has been in my mind — namely, Satanism. Satanism is behind 
it too. This is the third characteristic of it.” 
 
“The world is built on order,” Sheen explained. “There's a plan. So scientists are able to discover the laws of 
the universe. And in discovering the laws of the universe, men find harmony. This harmony, and order, had to 
come from somewhere. It came from God. What is the essence of Satanism? The essence of Satanism is the 
destruction of that order — the order of law, the order of morality, order of religion, the order of ethics. 
Anything that you please. This is St.-Just in our day.” 
 
“Believe me, fellow Americans, I tell you that before the flood in the book of Genesis we read — in the days of 
Noah there was violence on the earth… All of the violence that happens in our country is a fever graph. Read 
it! And it points to a decay in our civilization. How are you going to get out of it?” 
 
“I tell you one thing that we have to do,” Sheen continued, almost out of time in the broadcast while millions 
of listeners remained riveted to his every word. 
 
“We have to realize maybe why the Eagle is our national symbol,” he said, then dramatically made the analogy 
for us in a way that strikes deep into the heart and spirit. “The eagle always builds its nest high in the 
mountain crevices. When the young are hatched, the eagle pushes its young over the nest. They fly down, and 
to what to eaglet eyes must seem like sudden death. Just before the young eagle crashes, mother eagle 
swoops down from its nest, down to the abyss, and catches the young, then flies up into the sky, swoops from 
(under) it again and repeats the process until the bird has learned to fly.” 
 
“Moses saw that, and he wrote, ‘As the Eagle stirs among the young, so does God stir among the nations.’ 
Maybe God is stirring us. Bringing us to the brink of danger in order that we might begin to examine ourselves, 
and restore Jefferson, the dignity of man and a belief in God.” 
 
Sheen raised his voice and gestured, “Our nation is too full of those that are crying Down. Down with the 
universities. Down with schools. Down with the churches. Down with teachers. Down with government. Down 
with the police. Can you build anything down? You cannot! Certainly time in our nation to change our words! 
Let's begin now to use the word UP. Up from all of this filth! Up from this violence! Up from this indifference 
of courts. Up, up to the battlements of eternity. Up, Up, to God!” 
 
Job Openings 

At this point, we have three churches who need pastors: 
Greenville (TN) 
Bowen (KY) 
Harriman (TN)  

Please keep this process in your prayers – that the Lord would provide shepherds for His flock.  
Remember too that if you click here, you will find job opening listings at FMC Human Resources. 

https://hr.fmcusa.org/employment


July Birthdays (*that we know of) 
Rick Boyd July 19 

 

*I would love to know the birthdays of all those related to the NSC who receive this communique – 
pastors, elders, delegates, special friends, etc.  Please send month and day to Timothy at 
newsouthconference@gmail.com 

 
This Week's Passage, Quote and Joke 
 
Passage:  This Sunday’s message continues the study of Jude and focuses on the nature of the infestation 

of immorality in the church to which Jude wrote…Jude 4-8. 
 
Quote:  “Faith does not eliminate questions. But faith knows where to take them.” ― Elisabeth Elliot, 
 
Joke:  

 
     
 
Blessings on your worship this weekend!  
 
D- 
  

  
 

mailto:newsouthconference@gmail.com,%20newsouthsuper@gmail.com

