
Good Wednesday afternoon, New South Family. Welcome to the 50th edition of the Weekly Word – this for 
the weeks ending July 3, 2020. 
 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐The Critical‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
 

Announcements 
 
1) New South Summer Camps:    The camping committee is moving forward with NSC Summer Camps as 
scheduled: 
 Teen Camp: July 19th - 23rd 
 Kids Camp: July 23rd - 26th 
 Cost: $50 
 Pre-registration Due By: TODAY, July 3rd  (The form is below, and this deadline is for both age groups. 
No late Pre-Registrations will be admitted.) 
Formal Registration Packet and Medical Release will be sent out Monday, July 6th.   
Registration Packet, Medical Release, and Camp Cost will be due upon arrival to camp. 
Any high school student interested in being an LIT will need to see the attached LIT Application (This form is 
also below and is due next Wednesday, July 8th.) 
 
2) Annual Conference Ordination Service:  This service is still scheduled for Saturday, August 29, 10:00 
a.m. to 11:30a at Wilmore.  Bishop Keith Cowart will be with us. 
 
3)   Updated Appointment Cards:  Elders and appointees, you should have received, or will be soon 
receiving, your updated cards in the mail.  
 
4)   The Latest Edition of the Light and Life FM Magazine is available by clicking here. 
  
5) Welcome to Charlie and Jane Shoemaker, newly appointed to 
Bratcher’s Crossroads FMC.  Below is a little biography I asked them to 
share: 
“Jane grew up in Southern Ohio (West Union) and Charlie grew up 
almost directly across the river in Kentucky (near Maysville; both of us 
were saved at a young age (Jane, 6 and Charlie, 9).  We have two 
children Rob (7) and John (6) who will both start first grade this fall.  
Jane had the privilege of leading both boys to Jesus. 
 
Jane attend Shawnee State University (BA, Psychology), Ohio University 
(MA, Sociology), and Asbury Theological Seminary (MA, Theological 
Studies).  Charlie went to Asbury University (BA, History) and Asbury 
Theological Seminary (M.Div. and D.Min.).   
 
We are no strangers to Middle Tennessee.  Both of our boys were born in Cookeville, TN and are quick to tell 
you they are native Tennesseans.  Rob, however, cheers for UK (he’s the good child) but John cheers for Ohio 
State (we continually pray for him). 
 
We have both been United Methodist pastors in Kentucky serving appointments together and separately in 
both rural and small towns.  We are very excited to be serving together at Bratcher’s Crossroads and are 
looking forward to what God has in store.”  
 

https://mailchi.mp/fmcusa.org/free-methodist-church-usa-pastors-leaders-newsletter-january-2615792?e=1f24724d9b


Church of the Week:  Please keep the Living Stones FMC (Harriman, TN) in your prayers, and especially so 

as they are without a lead pastor in these days.     
 

Conference / Superintendent’s Calendar (all times eastern; in-person schedule subject to COVID restrictions) 
July 5:   Installation Service of Charlie and Jane Shoemaker, Bratcher’s Crossroads FMC, 1:00p 
July 19-26:  NSC Kids and Teen Camp (half the week kids, half teens) – pending restrictions 
August 9-11:  ABS Meeting – Indianapolis  
August 13:  DL Zoom, 9:30a 
August 21  BOA Zoom, 7:00p 
August 25-28:  Starting Strong for new pastors - Indianapolis 
August 28:  BOA meeting – Wilmore, 6:00p (Superintendent Search Team) 
August 29:  NSC Adjourned Sitting / Ordination – Wilmore, 10:00a  
September 10:  DL Zoom, 9:30a 
September 11-13: NSC Family Camp – pending restrictions 
September 23‐25: New Room Conference, Nashville, TN 
October 6-8:  Global Overseer’s Team, Indianapolis 
October 16:  DL Meeting – Wilmore, 2:00p 
October 16:  BOA Meeting – Wilmore, 6:00p 
October 17:  MEG / MAC Meeting – Wilmore, 8:00a 
November 12:  DL Zoom, 9:30a 
December 10:  DL Zoom, 9:30a 
March 19:  DL Meeting – Wilmore, 2:00p 
March 19:  BOA Meeting – Wilmore, 6:00p 
March 20:  MEG/MAC – Wilmore, 8:00a   
 
And now... 
 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐The Important‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
Resources, Articles and Attachments 
 
1)  Global Prayer and Praise Guide (below) As we thank God for our freedom here in the US, let's 
remember those who are in lockdown around the world --particularly those who depend on daily work for 
their daily bread.  How wonderful that the global church is serving the hungry in body and soul through 
creative means.  God be with you as you pray, Lois Huff, NSC Missions Liaison 
 
2) Godliness and Freedom  Don’t be surprised if you see God in our Independence Day celebrations this 
weekend.  The fact is, freedom was His idea.  It’s part of His character.   
 
Yet just the same, people need to be governed.  Ever since the fall…we need government.  Those who will 
allow God to govern them from within – through conscience by His Spirit, can be free.  Yet those who reject 
God’s governance from within wind up being governed by force from without.  That’s just the way culture and 
society work. 
 
Back in 1798, John Adams wrote:  “We have no government armed with power capable of contending with 
human passions unbridled by morality and religion.  Avarice, ambition, revenge, or gallantry would break the 
strongest cords of our Constitution as a whale goes through a net.  Our Constitution was made only for a 
moral and religious people.  It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.” 
 
Adams knew what our nation needs to re-discover:  there is no such thing as “getting back to the 
constitution,” or, “getting back to freedom,” as you hear people say today, apart from getting back to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 



May our prayer be that we, as a nation, would be a people whom God could govern from within…so we can 
continue to be free, and so be a blessing, instead of a curse, to our world. 
 
3)  A Good Word For Us…For Anyone…About the Church, Church Leaders, and Social Media, borrowed 
(stolen, but with permission) from Genesis Conference Superintendent Pam Braman.  
 

 Over the past couple of weeks, two quotes have stayed with me. The first is something one of our pastors said: 

 “I grow concerned that when the world scrolls through our Facebook posts they don’t see Jesus, they see  

 politics and arguing.” 

 

And the second is a Bible verse, James 1:19:  “My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to 

listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry…” 

We all know that as a country we are in turmoil. Issues of justice and injustice have risen to the surface, boiling over. 

Both truth and grace are hard to find. We are divided…with too many looking for “support” for their own beliefs, instead 

of carefully listening to one another.  

 

When I look at social media, too often I see us ignoring the directive of James 1… instead of being quick to listen and slow 

to speak, we are quick to post…too often inaccurate information, statements and photos meant to make a point or win 

an argument, or articles which are not meant to work through the complexities of the issues of our day, but instead are 

meant to defend a position. 

 

As the Body of Christ, we are called to something different. We are a people reconciled with God, called to be reconcilers.  

 

Note that the context for the well-loved verse: “if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come” is in the middle of a 

passage on reconciliation:  “For Christ’s love compels us…  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: 

The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against 

them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors…” - 2 

Corinthians 5:14, 17-20 

 

Take a scroll through your Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter (etc.) accounts.  What do you see in your own posts, shares 

and likes?   

Are they filled with Kingdom purpose?   

Do they reflect the love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control that is present when we 

have the fruit of the Spirit?  

Are they full of both grace and truth?)   

Do your posts reflect a desire to understand those who are not like you…or…do they reflect a desire to only promote your 

position?  

Do they demonstrate a determination to stand up for those who cannot stand up for themselves, reflecting God, who 

“defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them food and 

clothing.” (Deuteronomy 10:18) 

 

As a leader, I am asking you to be reconcilers because you represent the Body of Christ and the Free Methodist Church, 

and your local church.  How? 

 

1. Share posts / stories that you have checked are accurate and factual. 

2. Share insights / articles that are thoughtful, reflective, and take into account more than one perspective. 

3. Share joy and laughter… at your own expense rather than the expense of others. 

4. Share your own story. 

5. Build up rather than tear down. 



6. When in doubt, ask someone who is very different than you.  

7. If you see a post that bothers you, and you are in relationship to that person, reach out privately and prayerfully. 

Dialogue is a wonderful thing, when it comes with both grace and truth. 

 

The truth is, there is much at stake. The Lord is calling the Body of Christ to be leaders in this new territory.  In the midst 

of both pandemic and racial upheaval, we are called to come together, to build community among Christian brothers and 

sisters, driven by our commitment to Jesus.  Our personal interactions and social media must reflect this commitment. 

 

This is one big way that our world will see Jesus in us…and be drawn to Him. 

 

Job Openings 
At this point, we have three churches who need pastors: 

Greenville (TN) 
Bowen (KY) 
Harriman (TN)  

Please keep this process in your prayers – that the Lord would provide shepherds for His flock.  
Remember too that if you click here, you will find job opening listings at FMC Human Resources. 

 

June / July Birthdays (*that we know of) 

Tony Headley July 4 
Dale Hale  July 10 
Rick Boyd July 19 

 

*I would love to know the birthdays of all those related to the NSC who receive this communique – 
pastors, elders, delegates, special friends, etc.  Please send month and day to Timothy at 
newsouthconference@gmail.com 

 

This Week's Passage, Quote and Joke 
 

Passage:   Beginning this week, Wilmore will be studying the book of Jude. 
 

Quote:  “The Christians are right: it is Pride which has been the chief cause of misery in every nation and every 
family since the world began.”   ― C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

 

Joke:  OK, here are a nine great pictures from our socially–distanced church sanctuaries:  
 

                      

https://hr.fmcusa.org/employment
mailto:newsouthconference@gmail.com,%20newsouthsuper@gmail.com


 

                      
 

                
 
And neither do Free Methodists. 

  
Blessings on your worship this weekend!  
 
D- 
  



Campers finishing 7th – 12th Grades 
 

           Campers finishing 3rd – 6th Grades 
 

Sunday, July 19 – Thursday, July 23 
 

           Thursday, July 23 – Sunday, July 26 
 

Eagle Ridge Retreat Center            Eagle Ridge Retreat Center 
 

$50           $50 
 

Sunday Check In: 3PM – 4:30PM 
Thursday Check Out: 9AM – 10AM 

          Thursday Check In: 10AM – 11AM 
          Sunday Departure: 11AM 
 

Due to procedures in place as a result of Covid-19, we will need your help in ensuring: 
 NO early check-in 
 NO late check-out 
 NO visitors 
 NO student travel to and from campus mid-camp 

 

The transition between the two camps at 10AM, Thursday, will require designated Pick Up and 
Drop off locations. This will provide staff the opportunity to sanitize for the incoming group. 
That information will be given at a later date.  
 

If a student must come later than the designated check in or leave before the designated check 
out, that will need to be noted on the registration form below.  
 

Teen Camp’s first service will be at 7PM, Sunday, July 19th. 
 

Kid’s Camp’s final service will be at 10AM, Sunday, July 26th. Therefore students will be 
available for pick up AT or shortly AFTER 11AM 
 

 (return to Andrea Tinsley, Jalyn Wilson, or Rebekah Tinsley by Tuesday, June 30th!) 

Name: ____________________________________________________________  Birthdate: _______________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Grade Completed: ___________    Gender: ___________   T-Shirt Size: __________ (also circle Youth or Adult) 

Parent/Guardian Name: _______________________________________  Phone Number: _________________ 

Parent/Guardian Email: __________________________________  Church: _____________________________ 

Comments/Concerns:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________



:
Thank you for your interest in serving as an LIT this summer at the 2020 NSC Kids Camp! The 

camping ministry is extremely important to this conference and we are looking for a se-

lect group of enthusiastic teens to help us keep the ministry strong!  
 

 

You will be placed under a counselor as a Leader In Training, building relationships, loving 

kids, and serving God. We are expecting great things and cannot wait to see how God 

will work through camp. It is our hope that you will make every effort to allow this time to 

be enjoyable as well as a valuable learning experience.  
 

 

Although this year will feel different, let's make it a positive, meaningful, and memorable 

event for everyone involved! 
 

&  :
 Applicants must be of High School age 

 Applicants must attend Teen Camp 2020  

 Senior Applicants will be given priority 

 Applicants must submit the following items by July 8th: 

1. $10 Application Fee 

2. Completed Application 

3. Signed LIT Contract 

4. Notarized Medical Release Form 

5. Pastor’s Recommendation (attached, but must be submitted by pastor/leader) 

 

:
 Applications available:  July 2nd  

 Applications must be postmarked by: July 7th 

**No late applications or components will be considered** 

 

:
If you have any questions about becoming an LIT, please contact us: 

859.353.2083 

jalynmgoforth@gmail.com 
931.212.5687 

rftinsley@gmail.com 

mailto:jalyn_wilson204@mymail.eku.edu
mailto:rftinsley42@students.tntech.edu


:
Please see that the following components of your application are mailed by JULY 7th: 

1. _______ $10 Application Fee 

2. _______ Completed Application  

3. _______ Signed LIT Contract  

4. _______ Notarized Medical Release Form 

5. _______ Pastor’s Recommendation (document to be received directly from Pastor) 
 

:
Name: ____________________________________________  Male: _____  Female: _____  DOB: ___________ 

 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home and Cell Numbers: _______________________________________   Email: ________________________ 

 

Home Church: _____________________________  Last Grade Completed: _____  Adult T-shirt Size: _____ 

 

Pastor/Youth Leader: ___________________________________  Contact Number: _____________________ 
 

:
Past events attended at Eagle Ridge events):  __________________________________________________          

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Years served as an LIT: _________________________________________________________________________                  

 

:
Please answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper and attach to this application: 

1. How long have you been a Christian, and describe your current relationship with Christ. 

2. Why are you interested in serving as an LIT? 

3. What  experience do you have working with students? 

4. What leadership qualities can you add to this year’s LIT Team and general staff team?  

5. In what areas are you willing to serve? (i.e. Music, games, crafts, kitchen duty, canteen, etc.) 
 

:
Jalyn Goforth |  208 Winding Way  |  Wilmore, KY 40390 

Rebekah Tinsley  |  4006 West Green Hill Road  |  McMinnville, TN 37110 



 A vibrant and growing relationship with Christ. 

 A genuine desire to be a part of a leadership team. 

 A willingness to accept responsibility. 

  

 A sincere desire to work with children. 

 A commitment to lead by example. 

 A pledge to participate in all camp events. 

Being chosen to serve as a member of the NSC Kid’s Camp LIT Team is an honor; it is an 

honor that comes with great responsibility. Responsibilities consist of anything from daily 

chores to helping guide students through spiritual breakthroughs. Being aware of your stu-

dents physical, emotional, and spiritual wellbeing is the most important duty of an LIT. By 

taking on such a heavy task, there will be daily meetings and events that must attended so 

to set aside the weight of the day and be carried yourself. Daily meetings and events will 

provide training and a time to discuss the struggles and victories of the day. Just as your 

students are expected to be present and punctual to all scheduled events, by doing the 

same you are setting a great example! Furthermore, all absences from scheduled events or 

meetings must be approved by your supervising counselor and a camp director. 
 

:

:
 Behavior outside the New South Conference LIT code of conduct and/or unapproved absences from any 

scheduled event may result in early dismissal. 

 Early dismissal, for any reason, will be at the expense of the LIT’s parent or guardian who will be required to 

provide transportation from Eagle Ridge Retreat Center at the time deemed appropriate by the camp 

directors. 
 

: 
I, __________________________________________, understand the expectations, responsibilities, 

and duties of a New South Conference LIT, and will comply with these to the best of my 

ability. I will be engaged with students and fellow staff at all times; and I will treat Kid’s 

Camp 2020 as a time to disconnect from social media and my electronic devices so to be 

completely present with God, students, and staff. 
 

Applicant Signature:  ________________________________________________  Date:  ____________ 

 

I, _________________________________________, understand the above expectations of my 

child and the consequences that will result if expectations are not met.  
 

Parent/Guardian Signature: ________________________________________   Date:  _____________ 

**In the rare case a student is relieved of the responsibility as LIT due to unmet requirements, immediate extensive communication be-

tween the camp directors and parent/guardian listed above will take place. The environment of the camp and relationships that are 

built daily can be fragile; therefore, it is essential that a pick-up plan convenient for all students and staff involved in the dismissal is coor-

dinated.  

**In the rare case an LIT asks a parent/guardian to come and pick them up before their responsibilities for the week are completed due 

to unplanned circumstances, we ask the parent/guardian contact the camp directors immediately. An individual who requests to leave 

camp may not express that request to their directors, therefore we would ask that an LIT not be removed from the camp without paren-

tal notice being given to the camp directors.  



/
Our commitment is to never misuse the information provided below or release it to unauthorized persons.  

It will never be used at events unless necessary, and then only with the greatest discretion. 
- New South Conference of FMCNA- 

 
NAME: ________________________________________________ Male: ______ Female: ______ DOB: ____________ 
 

EMERGENCY CONTACT PERSON(S): 
 

__________________________ Relation: ___________ Home Phone: _______________ Cell Phone: _______________ 
 

__________________________ Relation: ___________ Home Phone: _______________ Cell Phone: _______________ 
 

FAMILY PHYSICIAN:  
_______________________________________________ Location: ___________________  Phone: _______________ 
 

INSURANCE COMPANY:  
_______________________________________________ Policy Number: ____________________________________ 
 

IMMUNIZATIONS: (give dates if available) 
_____Tetanus   _____Polio Booster   _____Measles   _____Mumps   _____DPT or TD   ______Rubella   _____OTHER 

If “other”, please list: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

PAST MEDICAL HISTORY:  
_____Asthma   _____Sinusitis   _____Bronchitis   _____Kidney Trouble   _____Diabetes   _____Dizziness  

_____Heart Trouble    _____Stomach Upset    _____Hay Fever    _____OTHER 
If “other”, please list: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

CHILDHOOD DISEASES:  
_____Chicken Pox   _____Measles   ______Mumps   _____Whooping Cough   _____OTHER 

If “other”, please list: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

ALLERGIES: (please list specific items and information) 
Food(s): _______________________________ Penicillin or other medication(s): _______________________________ 
Insect(s) sting or bite: ___________________________ Poison Sumac, Oak, or Ivy: _____________________________ 
Other allergies: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PREVIOUS SURGERY OR SERIOUS ILLNESS: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CURRENT PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS (give dosage): 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

SPECIAL DIET:  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

OVER-THE-COUNTER MEDICATIONS:  
Does event staff have permission to administer the following medication(s) or generic equivalent when appropriate?  

_____Tylenol (Acetaminophen)   _____Advil (Ibuprofen)   _____Milk of Magnesia/Tums/Antacid   _____Benadryl or Cough Syrup 
 
 

PERMISSION FOR TREATMENT 
 

 
My permission is granted for the Camp Director, Camp Nurse, or an Adult Staff to obtain necessary medical attention in 
case of sickness or injury to my child. I, the undersigned, do hereby verify that the above information is correct.  Dated 
this ____ day of ______________, ____ (month/year) in the State of ______________, County ______________. 
 
 
Signature: ______________________________ Date: ________ Relationship to Camper: ________________________ 

 
 

NOTARIZATION: 
 
 
On this the ____ day of ______________, 20__, ________________________ (the signer above), appeared before me 
___________________________, and in my presence executed the within and foregoing permission and release form.  
Witness my hand and official seal this ____ day of ______________, 20__. Commission Expiration: ______________ 
 

                                                                                                     
 

__________________________________________ NOTARY PUBLIC  



Name of Applicant: __________________________________________________________________ 

Pastors: Please be as objective as possible in your evaluation of this applicant. Serving as a member of 
the LIT Team requires a genuine Christian commitment and spiritual, emotional maturity. You are an 
important link in helping us determine whether the applicant meets these criteria. Please keep this in 
mind as you fill out this evaluation.  Your evaluation will be kept confidential. After completing this rec-
ommendation form, please mail/email directly to Jalyn Goforth or Rebekah Tinsley. Thanks! 
 
 

Pastor’s Name: ________________________________  Church: _______________________________ 

Contact Number: _______________________________   Email: _______________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Best time to reach you by phone:          Weekday           Weekend     /     Evening          Morning 

 

How long have you known the applicant? ________________________________________________   
 

 
Describe how this applicant exhibits characteristics of a servant leader (i.e. integrity, dependability, 
compassion, honesty, etc.): 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you witnessed the applicant interact with teenagers? _____ Describe the interaction:  
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Describe the applicant’s involvement in your church: 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Describe  strengths, gifts, talents, abilities this applicant has to offer: 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Is there anything else we should know/you would like to tell us about the applicant: 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Do you recommend this applicant? ________________    Signature: ____________________________ 
 

 
 

Jalyn Goforth, Camp Director  |  208 Winding Way  |  Wilmore, KY 40390  |  859.353.2083 
Rebekah Tinsley, Camp Director  |  4006 West Green Hill Road  |  McMinnville, TN 37110  |  931.212.5687 



July, 2020 Global Prayer and Praise Guide

Wednesday, July 1 - Irish missionaries, Gerry and Kati McNamara, serve
the FMC in Györ, Hungary.  Gerry also supervises the ministerial
education and guidance process across Europe.  Kati does full-time
ministry in Györ reaching out to orphans and the very needy. The director
of the children's home has given permission to hold a VBS this week at the
orphanage. Prayers for their daughter Zsuzsa, Kati, and the Anderson
family as they share God’s love with the children.  Praise that both the
orphanage and the government are allowing this to happen now.

Thursday, July 2 - Although the
two FM churches in Portugal were
able to resume services a month
ago, the elderly and children were
not allowed to come.  Answer: the
youth came to their homes while
social distancing and were received
with joy and blessings.  Those who were allowed to attend at the new facility
in Corroios (above) follow the government mandate.  Cell group leader Cida
Matos says, “It is possible to be Church without putting people at risk...gather
with caution, show love with your eyes, words, and written messages.”

Friday, July 3 - Pastor Hiuberth Zapata, mission district leader in Nicaragua and
El Salvador, rejoices at the gradual change pastors and leaders are experiencing
as they move from the more traditional church to a visionary church committed
to community church planting. As they make disciples, develop leaders and
establish new community churches, he writes, “The challenge has not been easy
because it means changing the established church culture rooted in more than 26

years of inertia. But despite the obstacles, we have moved forward with firm steps toward
transforming communities with the gospel of salvation.”

Saturday, July 4 - ICCM  has assisted around 180 families in Kenya with
a shopping bag filled with 4kg of corn flour, 2kg of rice,1kg of sugar, 1kg
of green grams and one soap bar.  Giving out food can be both fun
humbling as the children are so appreciative, and the mothers are
overwhelmed.  Fathers are coming along, which is unusual in the African
culture as men usually let the wives go with the children to get the food
revealing how deeply they feel the burden.

Sunday, July 5 - Phyllis Sortor longs to return to Nigeria and posts
this memory from 2019 –a scene outside her bedroom window. Mama
Ta'adera has just milked these cows which will then be taken to
pasture. It's Saturday, so no school; the young boys will 'follow' the
cows to give the teenagers a break.  The little guy would love to go
along, but he’s still just a bit too young.  Currently, teachers in a
number of schools continue meeting in the open air, under trees or
gathering in huts. God has kept parents, children and teachers safe and
healthy.  All praise to Jesus!



Monday, July 6 - Art and Sylvia Brown provide pastoral care and support to FM
missionaries in Africa. The coronavirus postponed their planned spring visit there,
but they are utilizing phone calls and Zoom while hoping to go in person in the fall. 
They believe the Lord will powerfully use the Wesley Missionary Institute in Togo,
and are sharing in the efforts to raise scholarship funds so that 10 nationals can begin
their training as cross-cultural missionaries to West Africa soon.  Prayers also for
Dosseh Takpale who will be the superintendent at the institute. 

Tuesday, July 7 - Hany Salah and Joanne have set their wedding plans for
August 1 in El-Minya, Egypt.  They plan to Live Stream the event, but are
praying for lifted restrictions so Joanne’s family can attend.  Haney’s current
ministry in Egypt involves discipling believers from Muslim, Coptic, Yazidi
and Assyrian Orthodox faiths.  This has also allowed outreach to non-believers
in four surrounding countries. He is thankful for Bishop Kendall’s on-line
training with national leaders and the visible outpouring of fervent faith saying,

“God's Word cannot be chained, and we are seeing incredible fruit all over our region.”

Wednesday, July 8 - Sunday, June 7, the FMC in Budapest, Hungary
held their first service since March 15.  They met in the garden and
observed social distancing with Zsuzsi bringing the message.  A
congregant named Éva was so excited to be able to share with everyone
her praise to God that she did a little dance to demonstrate the complete
healing that has taken place since her surgery in February!

Thursday, July 9 - An Impact Middle East leader in Bethlehem shared that many are afraid due
to the pandemic.  During his trip to the barbershop, once they had reopened, he chatted with a
medical doctor sharing his spiritual experiences and the importance of a faith-based relationship
that allowed him to trust in God.  The doctor listened intently as this leader shared the story of
Nicodemus and of Jesus’ death on the cross. The man texted  later to say that instead of other
times when he had heard Christians talk what seemed like nonsense to him, this time the
conversation was meaningful and that he had –as suggested– started reading the gospel of John.

            Friday, July 10 - Nawal is a 21-year-old Yazadi woman who with her siblings 
had to flee from ISIS.  While stranded on a mountain where they were surrounded by
soldiers, they feared for their lives, but they managed to escape and get to an Impact
Middle East education center for refugees. They learned to speak English, were helped
with their emotional trauma, and she and her sister were given two sheep to start a small
business.  In an art class at the center, Nawal was asked to draw a picture that represents
a safe place for her. She drew the word “God” saying that while she and her family
were hiding in fear, she cried out to God Who answered and saved them.

Saturday, July 11 - European Area Director Josh Fajardo (corner)
writes, “After three months of confinement, we were finally able to
gather for a meal and fellowship. The Gilmores (farthest right)
arrived this weekend, and we celebrated our 15 years in Spain.” 
Phil Gilmore will help develop a school of world evangelism to
provide training for missionaries to Europe, North Africa and the
Middle East. Debra will help with leadership at the Mosaic Cultural
Centre creating opportunities for evangelism by providing desired
community services. 



Sunday, July 12 - Denis Leon reports that all 360 ministries in
Costa Rica are still operating in full force thanks to technology
and creativity. The Pura Vida FMC has the goal of distributing
5,000 chicks to families suffering from loss of livelihood due to
the countrywide restrictions.  While providing families with
food, this program also helps support their mental health by

giving them a project during this time of staying home.  Most of all, it is opening
doors for evangelism as they pray with people while sharing God’s love.

Monday, July 13 - All glory to the Lord!  Talking to
families in Jordan during the shutdown led to prayer
for how to get them food.  Then a member of
parliament called the Middle East leader and agreed to
provide transportation since he had a special permit for
travel.  One family had only eaten bread and water for
a week.  When they also received cookies, the leader
was told the girls had not had anything sweet to eat for
8 months.

Tuesday, July 14 - After 3 years Christine Sauder celebrates
finishing her formal language learning classes in Tagalog. 
Unexpected blessings from her classes include the cultural
learning with personal stories from her teachers about holidays
and other aspects of life in the Philippines.  Also, Christine
sensed their prayers particularly during her difficult pregnancy,
Abbie’s newborn days, and the memorial service for Susanna,
Abbie’s twin who did not survive.  She asks for prayer that during
the quarantine she and Matt (family is in the center of the picture)
will not lose what they’ve learned and says, “I am finished, but
will always be learning.”

Wednesday, July 15 - A creative access family who serves in Asia miraculously was able to get a
flight out of Thailand hours before the airports there closed.  Thailand is not a closed country,
and they had –again miraculously– flown into Thailand hours before their home country closed
down to attend their annual retreat.  After their 30 day visas expired in Thailand, they could have
returned to the country where they serve, but they would have had to quarantine in a government
hotel for 2 weeks at a cost of $400 a night.  Now here in the US, kids are continuing the on-line
learning they were doing anyway, and Mr. Creative Access is working nights with his colleagues,
for whom it is daytime, on projects they were always eager to do, but never seemed to have the
time. God is good!

Thursday, July 16 - Jill Land has been serving in the Philippines with her
husband Darin, who has just been appointed Asia Area Co-director along with
the current director, Eric Spangler .  Here Jill gives praise for one of the pastors
in the Philippines who had heart surgery in February, and due to fluid in her
lungs, had to be rehospitalized for nearly three weeks.  Now she is much better,
but still needs time to recover.  She also asks prayer for Pastora Pol who needs
treatment for an infection in her dialysis line.  Jill is also awaiting surgery for
her trigger finger.  Thankfully, none of these ladies have COVID19.



Friday, July 17 - Pray for these Light & Life
Bible College students in Myanmar.  One is the
only surviving child of 9 children as his siblings
all passed away from either typhoid or malaria. 
Of course, his mother was very worried about
him during this pandemic so he traveled 24 hours
by bus from Yangon to the capital of his state,
another 10 hours by van and then 10 hours by

boat to his village to comfort his mother.  He says, “I know that Jesus’ love is greater than
anybody’s love because He chose and saved me.  Only the word of God can bring healing from
disease, sorrow and weariness, and I will come back to school when it opens.”

Saturday, July 18 - Dosseh Takpale is the national
leader in Togo, West Africa.  He sends this picture
of a rural sewing center that is helping to fight
child trafficking there.  According to Human
Rights Watch, hundreds of children are trafficked
annually in or through Togo recruited on false
promises of education, professional training and
paid employment; often transported under
life-threatening conditions; ordered into hazardous,
exploitative labor; subjected to physical and

mental abuse by their employers; and, if they escape or are released, denied the protections
necessary to reintegrate them into society.  Their stories disclose an appalling chain of events that
the Togolese government has thus far failed to break.

Sunday, July 19 - The Anderson Family –Chadwick, Sarah, Addison, Sophie,
Ruby and Phoebe– celebrate one year in Gyor, Hungary.  Chad writes, “We're
looking forward to entering a new season of life and ministry here this summer
- both literally and figuratively.  As restrictions loosen a bit, we are able to
gather in an outdoor setting, with masks and following protective protocols for
the sake of those higher-risk we're in relationship with.  We invite your
prayers, and are so thankful for your support/encouragement as we continue to
meet and seek how God is shaping us to faithfully join what He is doing here
in Gyor and beyond!”

Monday, July 20 - The Argentine government has decided to close schools and churches for the
remainder of 2020. Pray pastors and leaders will keep finding creative ways to reach out to their
communities.  One ministry is feeding 1,000 people regularly. Pray the Lord will provide
resources for the feeding program to continue.  As of last month cases in some areas of Latin
America were rising faster than anywhere else in the world.  Ask the Father to end the spread of
the virus, heal those who are sick, provide for those without work, and give food to the hungry.

Tuesday, July 21 - Due to current travel complications and for health and safety reasons for
missionaries, national leaders and volunteers, all VISA trips have been canceled until at least
January 2021.  May this be a time when the Lord of the harvest calls people into the field and
prepares them for service.  



Wednesday, July 22 - People have been through a lot in the Middle East, but the church has
gone on line during the pandemic in order to continue developing a generation of wounded
healers that can help others find the same healing they have discovered.

Thursday, July 23 - Africa Area Director Mike Reynen
reports how with the system already being in place for the
non-profit, Tumaini Women Kenya, it has been a great way
to get aid to families as about $10,000 has been made
available for their members during the pandemic.  Also a
number of African pastors have learned how to use
technology to reach out; yet please pray for the hardships
many are experiencing.

Friday, July 24 - European Area Director Josh
Fajardo desires to empower national leaders by
training sessions for community church planting. 
Here 12 leaders from 5 countries met in Spain
eager to learn how to establish transformational
churches.

Saturday, July 25 - All of the
Latin American leaders are meeting bi-weekly on Zoom  for prayer
and accountability during the pandemic.  The pastoral formation system
created recently is Wesleyan, Latin American, Free Methodist, pastoral
and practical. With over 900 students enrolled, the goal is not to just
plant churches, but to plant churches that transform their societies.  The
pandemic has given these churches new opportunities to do this, new
relationships are being forged, and people are coming to faith in Christ. 

Sunday, July 26 - Asia Area Director Eric shares a quote
from Charles Van Engen that says, “The local church does
not exist for its members.  Rather the members are the
church who exist to participate in the missions of God.” 
The many diverse cultures in Asia provide an opportunity
to experience the unity that comes only through the power
of the Holy Spirit. May we unite with our brothers and
sisters around the world with prayer and financial support.

Monday, July 27 - Phyllis
Sortor shares this picture
and her enthusiasm of 85
children enrolled in mid-
June by Rev. John Raji for
the 5th Christian school in
a Muslim community in
Nigeria with both
herdsmen's and farmers' 
children –construction
beginning immediately.  As

the farmers and Fulani are often at war with each other, this is a wonderful unified endeavor!



Tuesday, July 28 - International missionary from Mexico to Ecuador, Eunice 
Alvarez, asks prayer that God would comfort and bring peace to leaders who have
lost loved ones during the pandemic, that God would encourage church members
who haven’t been able to continue in their discipleship process and prepare them
to reconvene when possible, and that the health system in Ecuador won’t collapse
as Covid cases are on the rise.  May God’s protection be over the people there. 
Eunice is an ordained elder with a fruitful track record as both pastor and church
planter. She began work in Ecuador in 2013, returned to Mexico for one year and
is now back in Ecuador assisting with pastoral formation and church planting.

Wednesday, July 29 - A 16-hour
round-trip drive took food from
one church in Honduras to
answer the call for help from
another with 120 bags of
essential non-perishable food
items.  They sensed God’s hand
on them as they passed through

multiple checkpoints with no problems.  On the return trip they saw an elderly woman walking to
the next city where she hoped to find food as she had not eaten for several days.  They were able
to bless her with some leftover food items and send her home with both food and God’s love. 
The Honduran church continues to do pastoral care and discipleship classes via Zoom during the
shutdown, has 26 houses of peace and did 4 baptisms last month.  Daisy Arzú is the national
leader under the direction of the Ohio Conference superintendent, Brent Thompson.

Thursday, July 30 - A pastor in Jordan shares this to show how the training
of his congregation has been effective.  The church is surrounded by needy
families which the ministry groups were first able to keep in touch with by
phone.  Later as they prepared and delivered food boxes to the 44 families
who are a part of the church, including gifts for the children and Bibles, the
families were thrilled.  Although the pandemic had kept them from
meeting together, this pastor was so thankful for the church elders who
passionately and faithfully ministered to these families saying, “Doing
ministry is not only the work of the pastor.”  The pastor asks prayer for
these families whose financial needs are great and for the church elders to continue to grow in
their dedication to serve so the church will have an ever-expanding influence in the community.

Friday, July 31 - During the quarantine God has been
working in unexpected and undeniable ways for His glory
in the Middle East.  A pastor reports that after Zoom
prayer meetings where he has prayed specifically for
various needs, people have responded with phone calls
saying how God has answered prayers for healing and

victory over fear.  Another call from a Muslim background believer, who had the method and
means to give, financially blessed a needy fellow believer. 

Prayer is the lungs through which holiness breathes. 
from The Possibilities of Prayer, by Edward M. Bounds in 

A Guide to Prayer For All Who Seek God 
by Norman Shawchuck and Rueben P. Job


