
Good Friday afternoon, New South Family. Welcome to the 42nd edition of the Weekly Word – this for the 
week ending May 1, 2020.   
 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐The Critical‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
 
Announcements 
 
1)  Annual Conference, 2020:  At the direction of our Bishops, we will not be meeting personally for Annual 
Conferences this year.  After much discussion with our Board of Administration and per the vote of the 
delegates, we will instead be publishing an electronic version of the report book that all will receive, and 
delegating votes to the BOA.    We will have a gathering, to include ordination service, as soon as we are able 
to meet together personally.  
 
 2)  Pastors’ and Leaders’ Newsletter from the FMCusa.  Click here to view. 
 
3)  A Letter From Our Bishops  follows the Weekly Word.  Please read though that. 
 
4)  Some Useful Resources Regarding Reopening Your Church:  While I realize these don’t all specifically apply 
to all of us, due to different state and local regulations, there are some useful and thought-provoking 
elements in each of them. 

From Christianity Today  
From Georgia Baptist Mission Board 
Written by a local church per local guidelines  
Attached to this you will find a resource by Braddy that is recommended by the Bishops. 

 
5)  Another Word From Our Bishops – just arrived last night.  Click here to read / watch that. 
 
Church of the Week:      Waynesville Church Re-start with Pastor Joe Ritter.   
 

Conference / Superintendent’s Calendar (all times eastern) 
May 7:   Livestream with the Bishops – On Moving Forward, 7:00p 
May 14:   DL Zoom, 9:30a 
May 29-30:   New South Annual Conference - Zoom 
June 8:   ABS (Area Bishop and Superintendents) – Zoom 
June 15-20:   NSC Teen Camp 
June 11-14:   NSC Family Camp 
June 22-26:   NSC Kids’ Camp 
August 9-11:  ABS – Baltimore 
August 25-28:  Starting Strong for new pastors - Indianapolis 
September 23-25: New Room Conference, Nashville, TN 
 
And now... 
 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐The Important‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
 

Resources, Articles and Attachments 
 
1)  An Update from FM Missionaries, Ricardo and Beth Gomez:  Click here for a link to their video.    
 
2)         An Update from ICCM Director, Alma Thompson:   Click here for the link to that video.   

https://mailchi.mp/fmcusa.org/free-methodist-church-usa-pastors-leaders-newsletter-january-2615615?e=1f24724d9b
https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2020/april/what-relaunching-church-might-look-like-over-next-312-month.html
https://gabaptist.org/reopening-your-church-building/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=87002338&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8dn-MMFPPKnqRSknbQvOIXk575tEuz2u3-IZ4Zyma0ZVlfOYUvNHmVwQLVWMUMLzWUXhCdn4JMpMsB6-AP7WR9_ko78JnVKgm3oKFhw_GqX6KWxEw&_hsmi=87002338
https://i7.t.hubspotemail.net/e2t/c/*N586zwM_MgfKW4PK5Hk4fvcvm0/*W2Jt7V87r-sFKW68CZGc8cy8pm0/5/f18dQhb0S1Xn2jFLW5W12LCpS1kj32RW4PwglJ4QxyMvW7vKcXC55qFh2W7j2pyy6QK9dVW7h5BTB8Ky6xBW6nMJY13C5YXmW5zbd0Z3qfMZqW4_W6GN4jZhH7W97TLXr92LjVQVWhHK28BWcNPW8-Hm2k4SNNGwW2HyfmB1ldP-WVTvrKx7zWvcnW2tZFZz3-Jv8WMfjBfr4tRGqW78PKFn2N1SBjW7r8cXC8ylWwRN1hpk2PZd3VkW4BH-Gj2jRch2VDzGdP5fZ6SnW31qRRT4z7Yp3W844-QG3x8F2sW3Q9tfK3-NktZVh3_3s7q-nN6W59XLbV7gM7BlW5Dbq997Rst3BW63V3Rz7_wtBDW3dWcSV3PXFz9W59STr326VMjhW4NGw608gLNKvW4kkdZ838ChHFW6GHFTB3gj5MLW969CxQ3V57F_W341x3d5HxvhPVtRr0s57sxBbW3Pkg8w2QhQZdW42c0NC42c_G8W2LgmN16fQk4TW9k7Xcy7GN4SWW5KXbV84Pczx3W90tMBF96pn99W3-p4Qv1YdvxyW1FymYq34vY99W4SJmHl9jnPV5W55Q85D8MK3y-W7ldGQV8S9tXNW8fLQkf9gRr13W1WY0Px50qQFjVbfG5m8sTWjj103
https://mailchi.mp/fmcusa.org/bishops-word-for-april-20th-2615716?e=1f24724d9b
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u_-sXN5OHzg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TIHs8pAU8L0&feature=youtu.be


3) A National Day of Prayer Brochure is below for your use.     
 
4) Below You’ll Find a Great Excerpt from Chris Yuan’s book, “Holy Sexuality and the Gospel,” that has 
much to do with the importance of the church as a body.  Chris writes from the perspective of a man who 
suffers from homosexual attractions, sees the sin of acting on those, and chooses a life of singleness and 
abstinence and the pursuit of healing. 
 
5)  The Mission Prayer and Praise Guide for May is also below. 
 
Job Openings 

At this point, we have a pastor or interim pastor in every NSC church, although those interim situations 
are indeed interim.  We will have at least two pastoral openings this summer.  Contact me for details. 

 
Remember too that if you click here, you will find job opening listings at FMC Human Resources. 

 
May Birthdays (*that we know of) 

Sylvia Brown – May 11 
Mark Driskill – May 12 
Roberta Zent – May 12 
Tim Huff – May 17 

 

*I would love to know the birthdays of all those related to the NSC who receive this communique – 
pastors, elders, delegates, special friends, etc.  Please send month and day to Timothy at 
newsouthconference@gmail.com 

 
This Week's Passage, Quote and Joke 
 
Passage:  This Sunday I’m continuing a series on some of the “not-business-as-usual” events in the Bible, 

looking at the division of the nation of Israel in 2 Chronicles chapter 10. 
 
Quote:  "We are all faced with a series of great opportunities brilliantly disguised as impossible 

situations." - Chuck Swindoll 
 
Joke: Two pastors were riding very fast on a motorcycle. They were promptly stopped by a policeman 

who said, “What do you think you are doing? What if you have an accident?” 
 

The pastor driving said, “Don’t worry, Jesus is with us.” 
 

“In that case,” the policeman said, “I have to book you. Three people are not allowed to ride on 
a motorcycle.” 

 
Blessings on your worship this weekend!  
 
D- 
  

https://hr.fmcusa.org/employment
mailto:newsouthconference@gmail.com,%20newsouthsuper@gmail.com
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Free Methodist Family, 

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus! As governmental agencies consider gradually walking back 
physical distancing measures in place to limit the scope of the COVID-19 pandemic, we want to offer 
some guidance for our congregations, camps, ministries, and members as we enter the next phase of 
managing our present realities: 

Lead with Love. The Love of God should define us and our actions in this historic moment. Our love 
for each other and for those in the world around us will be what causes us to stand out in this time 
and point others to Jesus (John 13:35 & 3:16 and Romans 12:9-11). Emotions are running high as we 
all tire of the losses we are experiencing. People are watching how the church will respond under the 
pressure of these times and we will be judged by the love and generosity evident in our actions. 
Words alone will not be sufficient, but deeds that demonstrate the love of Jesus will speak 
powerfully. This is a moment for warm hearts and cool heads as we consider the best path forward. 
We all wish things could return to “normal”, but this pandemic has fundamentally shifted our culture 
and continues to do so in ways we don’t yet understand. Looking back, we will all be experts on the 
change, but right now, not so much. We need to lead with love and show extra wisdom and grace 
proceeding with caution and praying that the Lord will help us to all be humble, gracious, respectful 
and kind in our responses and positions we take during this crisis. Let’s lead with love and put the 
interests of others before our own (Romans 12:9-11) showing them the love of Jesus.  We all want to 
get back to regular in-person meetings, but depending on our context, we may need to lay that need 
down for the health and safety of our neighbors and the more vulnerable among us.  

 

Take Thoughtful Steps Forward. We all wish we could have definitive answers and a set timeline 
guide as we enter this new season of response. However, there is no way to establish a specific 
universal process as the context varies widely in each of our settings, so each congregation, camp, or 
ministry will need to develop a plan in close cooperation with their conference. These are the things 
we can provide direction on for all our Free Methodist Family: 

1) Superintendents will provide the leadership for their conferences regarding the specific 
timelines and conditions for the resumption of gatherings and use of church buildings in the 
coming season. In all cases, they will follow or exceed local and state government restrictions. 
These could vary widely even within states or conferences and elders are advised to follow the 
leadership of their superintendents. In some cases, it may be legal to gather, but not wise to 
do so given the moral, financial, or legal risks associated with doing so. Pressure may come 
from church members or even elders to commence gatherings or open church building 
prematurely. Follow your superintendent’s lead whether or not you fully agree and remind 
people that Jesus regularly modeled laying down his own interests for the sake of others and 
we should do the same.  
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2) Pastors and local church leaders are encouraged to engage in a thorough and thoughtful 
process of planning and preparation to: 

a. Design and evaluate missional advances and ministry opportunities in your 
community. The current limitations do not hinder our ability to be effective in the 
mission. Be prayerfully creative, look at what resources you have, and redesign 
ministry approaches for the current realities. We can be effective and see significant 
kingdom growth even in the midst of this trial, if we listen to the Holy Spirit and adjust 
our methods for the season at hand.  

b. Access resources to help you think through specifics and that challenge your thinking. 
There are many good resources available. Superintendents  can point you to 
recommend source for your context. Here are some resources to get you started: we 
recommend the article we shared last week which provides questions to consider, this 
guide created by a local church, and this article by Ed Stetzer as a place to start your 
process;   

c. Be generous with your encouragement, love, prayers, ideas, and resources. Live by 
faith, not in fear, and see what God will do with the seed of generosity you sow; and  

d. Prepare for the long haul. This recovery will occur in phases over time.  Don’t press 
pause and wait for things to return to “normal.” Make disciples, adjust your model, 
use every tool at your disposal to advance the kingdom, do justice, and serve the poor 
and vulnerable among us. As we do, the kingdom will advance and we will be better 
positioned on the other side of this; and  

e. Consider ways to protect the interests of the vulnerable in your community and by 
reducing the legal, health, and liability risks in your planning and preparations.  Be 
judicious in the intentional application of public safety protocols combined with an 
acute awareness of public scrutiny as you begin to reopen your building or hold 
gatherings. Some churches became hot spots for the initial outbreaks of the virus in 
the US with devastating consequences. Churches who do not consider the full 
ramifications of decisions could be responsible for the dreaded “second wave” of 
infections. Please lead with love and use caution. 

 

Respond Personally in Mission. Jesus is asking all of us to respond in this moment as ambassadors of 
Christ, as member of his body, and as his presence in the earth. We can’t just respond in abstract or 
organizationally. Each member or elder in the Free Methodist family must take personal action in 
obedience to Jesus as he is calling you to respond to this crisis. Brian Schiller, in his recent article, 
encouraged readers to think about how they can take selfless, Christ-like action in this time. We 
adapted his three questions for your consideration: 

 

 

https://fmcusa.org/covid19
https://i7.t.hubspotemail.net/e2t/c/*N586zwM_MgfKW4PK5Hk4fvcvm0/*W5WN0sr71gN0vW5BP0Qx6wL5cl0/5/f18dQhb0SfHv9dsRtbN8fTXK4HyjJqVS9MNs2BF-CKW3hHh8B5zh-NRVnQ9Qq8ZQtYPW8SRltf31mklGN30TkgPqNBhfW8W2c9W32SCjYW5b56QN4hvw0BN2MVvgWHpLm_W8VmnQX56888GN4dQ09HK7cScN33FDmJH5rZpW549Dz34JftBzW6F7yyk2M6JxzW6B9P308XlnTTW52DHDS2MTPSpW3fDVxC1VJH71W4c2Rr97MPx89W69NG1w6Pr3nqW1Tcntw1njMtBW6H5GYh4gb1YLVMMQxX80gSRfW97rB1b8yf-_DW8tbZBD4nZXVGV91Rkr4t_X0wW6PYRwn2D124dW5yn4jH6Nt3YtW5vfMZQ5B3t7jW1p8BmQ1mHjFxW99WCHh10h_H5W293K0N3dRqr6W2z8P1v39rXJCW2zyKQr8mQ3T0M9RbPKZRNW6N64yFCnQD7PLVhCn613NnM9WW36pTh08nNgGPN5hkmhfr-Y4GMBz2GFwKJnCV3qXTq3n8wFSVYwrgS96dr4kVbpJLZ8xPrpVW95RYnN4vFpLQV42cYP3nNLM3W4kjBwn8Bz-WhW28CdCK1Y-MGxW9dZfZ12csbDyW7zmJ9V32wFFHw1NsfDK35RdpkSzX02
https://i7.t.hubspotemail.net/e2t/c/*N586zwM_MgfKW4PK5Hk4fvcvm0/*W5WN0sr71gN0vW5BP0Qx6wL5cl0/5/f18dQhb0SfHv9dsRtbN8fTXK4HyjJqVS9MNs2BF-CKW3hHh8B5zh-NRVnQ9Qq8ZQtYPW8SRltf31mklGN30TkgPqNBhfW8W2c9W32SCjYW5b56QN4hvw0BN2MVvgWHpLm_W8VmnQX56888GN4dQ09HK7cScN33FDmJH5rZpW549Dz34JftBzW6F7yyk2M6JxzW6B9P308XlnTTW52DHDS2MTPSpW3fDVxC1VJH71W4c2Rr97MPx89W69NG1w6Pr3nqW1Tcntw1njMtBW6H5GYh4gb1YLVMMQxX80gSRfW97rB1b8yf-_DW8tbZBD4nZXVGV91Rkr4t_X0wW6PYRwn2D124dW5yn4jH6Nt3YtW5vfMZQ5B3t7jW1p8BmQ1mHjFxW99WCHh10h_H5W293K0N3dRqr6W2z8P1v39rXJCW2zyKQr8mQ3T0M9RbPKZRNW6N64yFCnQD7PLVhCn613NnM9WW36pTh08nNgGPN5hkmhfr-Y4GMBz2GFwKJnCV3qXTq3n8wFSVYwrgS96dr4kVbpJLZ8xPrpVW95RYnN4vFpLQV42cYP3nNLM3W4kjBwn8Bz-WhW28CdCK1Y-MGxW9dZfZ12csbDyW7zmJ9V32wFFHw1NsfDK35RdpkSzX02
https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2020/april/what-relaunching-church-might-look-like-over-next-312-month.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2020/april/open-letter-to-evangelicals-on-self-less-living-during-this.html
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1. How does my calendar or to-do list include helping others?  

2. This month, what of my personal income is designated for others above and beyond what I 
have done in the past? Am I considering my neighbors, the poor, and the global church? 

3. In prayer, what inclusions do I have beyond family, friends, and church? Who am I praying 
for to become followers of Jesus? 

 

Be Encouraged.  Even though our church buildings need to be reopened, the church is alive and well. 
We have been deployed. Our mission is not merely gatherings, it is loving God, loving people, and 
making disciples. While large in-person gatherings are wonderful and important to our collective 
identity in Christ, they are not essential. We can gather virtually, in smaller groups as allowed, even if 
restricted to family groups, and we will know that where two or three are gathered, Jesus is present. 
We can accomplish the mission even under our current limitations.  

Let’s not focus on what we lack, but on what we have been given. Just as in the story of the feeding of 
the five thousand, what we have been given might not look like much, but it is more than enough 
with Jesus to meet the need. Let’s trust Jesus with what we have and go for it! The gates of hell 
cannot prevail against the church and the current restrictions can't prevent the spread of the gospel 
in discipleship or in acts of love. If large gatherings do not resume for some time, we can still thrive in 
the mission of Jesus and witness exponential growth.  

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. 
But take heart! I have overcome the world.’” John 16: 33 NIV 

In closing, let us share with you how proud we are by the responses of the leaders and people called 
Free Methodists during this pandemic.  Reports from all across the country have come to us about 
the love of Christ being expressed in tangible ways in these days. The level of focused energy, 
creativity and innovation has contributed to an exponential increase of ministry in our communities 
and around the world.  Tens of thousands of people across the world have attended online prayer 
meetings, worship gatherings, Bible studies and discipleship bands.  Clearly God is doing a new work 
among us.  Thank you for your faithful and fruitful leadership in these days of opportunity.   

 

Board of Bishops 
4/30/2020  
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This week we all received good news from our president: the 
country is going to slowly reopen, and that includes houses of 
worship. 

I can guarantee that we will not go back to “business as usual” as a 
country, and that includes our churches. If you think we’ll all rush 
back to church and pick up where we left off, don’t kid yourself – it’s 
not going to happen. Or at least it shouldn’t happen. We need to 
think and plan carefully so we do not endanger people simply 
because we let our guard down and believed that the Coronavirus 
crisis had passed. Now, as believers let’s agree to live by faith and 
not operate in fear, but let’s also agree to be proactive and to act in 
wisdom towards our members and guests, especially those among 
us who are most susceptible to becoming infected with COVID-19. 

We have a short time to prepare for the return of the church to the church campus. As I have thought about 
my church, and listened to friends and ministry experts over the past several weeks, I’ve compiled a list of 
things that most of our churches are not thinking about. Don’t let the excitement of finally coming back 
together cloud your judgement or cause you to ignore the “new normal.” Let’s think through 20+ things that 
we must think about before the church returns to the building: 

1. What if your worship gathering is initially limited to no more than 100 people? Never happen, 
you say? Remember that we’ve been limited to gatherings of no more than 10 people in the recent 
past. Take my church, for example. Pre-COVID 19 we averaged 350 in worship (two services). 
Should we be planning on adding a third service, reducing the time to 45 minutes with a 15 minute 
“passing period” so that worshipers can either go to Bible study or go home? One friend in ministry 
has said, “My church runs 2000 people in worship – we can’t have 20 worship services all weekend 
long! What will we do?” If we are limited to a smaller number of people by our government leaders, 
what’s the plan at your church to provide a place and time for them to worship? 

2. What adjustments will you make to the Lord’s Supper, baptisms, and your choir ministry? Do 
you believe you can conduct communion like you have in the past? Your church’s tradition may 
involve passing a plate of elements, or it may include drinking from a common cup in some 
denominations. Will you use the self-contained juice and cracker cups? What about baptism – it’s 
going to be impossible to practice physical distancing in a baptism pool. And as one reader said, 
“What do I do about my church’s choir program?” He realizes that people standing side-by-side 
won’t be practical. 

3. How will you go forward with VBS? This is a question on people’s minds. There are practical 
alternatives, and I know many churches that are going to find new times and ways to provide a VBS 
experience. Click here to read an article by LifeWay about VBS in the wake of COVID-19. 

4. Is a physical “pass the plate” offering a thing of the past? How would you feel if you were the 
100th person in a worship service to touch the offering plate that 99 other people just touched? 

https://kenbraddy.com/2020/04/18/20-questions-your-church-should-answer-before-people-return/
https://vbs.lifeway.com/tag/coronavirus/
https://kenbraddy.com/2020/04/18/20-questions-your-church-should-answer-before-people-return/mask-2/
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Would you be worried about COVID-19 transmission? Sure you would. So how will you take up 
your weekly offering? Will you install boxes at the doors of the worship center, and perhaps place 
some of those in the lobby, so that worshipers can slide their envelopes, cash, or checks into those 
secured boxes? 

5. What are you doing now to sanitize and sterilize your church building? Now is the time to wipe 
down all classrooms (especially those where children meet because of the toys and other items they 
touch during the course of a Sunday or Wednesday class experience). Have you sprayed pews and 
chairs with disinfectant? Who is wiping door knobs and handles? Have you had carpet cleaned and 
disinfected? Now is the time for all this to take place, not the week of the “you can go back to 
church” announcement by government officials. 

6. Are you going to continue offering children’s church? As a short-term alternative, family worship 
be encouraged as the primary option in these COVID-19 days? Should parents take their kids to 
worship, practice physical distancing, and keep a close eye on their little ones? 

7. Are you going to continue hosting special events? Will your church continue to host weddings? 
How about funerals? Revivals?  You get the idea – there are a number of special events that our 
churches might host. Which ones will continue, and which ones will be put on hold? And how will 
you explain which ones continue and which ones don’t? 

8. Are you continuing to provide coffee stations on campus? Many churches have invested serious 
dollars in creating a coffee shop experience. My church has a coffee station in the center of our foyer 
(a self-serve station). Is that a good idea anymore? Tables and chairs may need to be placed in 
storage so that people don’t congregate within a couple of feet of one another. 

9. Will you continue offering virtual online worship? Some churches may think of their recent foray 
into Facebook Live as a means to provide a worship experience for their people a thing of the past – 
a stop-gap measure during some really strange days. Happy they can meet together again, Facebook 
Live services may give way to worship experiences on campus. But is that the right strategy? I have 
heard of church after church whose leaders tell me their worship attendance and group attendance 
are up – significantly – because people are finding them online. It was reported that one Hispanic 
church in Las Vegas, Nevada, had 1300 people watch their service online a few weeks ago. Why is 
that a big deal? They normally average 100 on campus. 

10. What is your plan when volunteers step down? I’m already hearing that older volunteers are 
telling their church leaders they aren’t coming back to teach until a vaccine is readily available – it’s 
just too risky for them because they are most at risk from COVID-19. Will you be able to fully staff 
your classes like you did back in February? 

11. What’s your strategy to clean and sanitize your church in real time? It’s one thing to prepare in 
advance of people’s return to the church building, but how will you keep the place clean and 
disinfected on a Sunday or Wednesday? Does this give rise to a new team of people on campus 
whose ministry it is to walk around wiping door knobs and other surfaces? Who is going to clean 
restrooms throughout the morning or evening? Remember you’ll have hundreds (some of your 
churches may have thousands) of people touching things while they are on campus. 

https://kenbraddy.com/2020/04/18/20-questions-your-church-should-answer-before-people-return/
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12. Do door greeters do their jobs differently, or at all? Not have door greeters? Seriously?! We’ve 
always had door greeters. But in a COVID-19 world, do you really want a door greeter holding the 
door open while a parishioner walks by within a foot or two of them? That’s not in line with good 
physical distancing practices given to us by the CDC and our state governments. The new normal 
may be for greeters to stand back six feet, inside the church building, and welcome people verbally 
without opening the door for them. You experience that at big box stores now. A greeter is there to 
say hello, but they don’t make you pass within a foot of them! Welcome to the new world COVID-19 
has created. 

13. Is this the time to suspend or end your church’s “meet and greet” time? Because of physical 
distancing rules, it probably is – at least temporarily. This practice has been on the decline in recent 
days, and many churches have already abandoned it because of its ineffectiveness with guests, not 
because of COVID-19 concerns. 

14. Because people may return very slowly to church, how will you count attendance and 
effectiveness? The question has already been raised about should we or should we not take 
attendance during online worship and online group Bible studies. It’s almost a sure thing that 
worship attendance on campus will not be what it was pre-COVID-19. You need to decide now if 
you’re going to count on-campus only attendance, or merge and add online attendance, too. And 
how will group leaders take a count in their online groups and go about reporting that? 

15. Should you add and/or shorten worship services to allow for social distancing? I touched on this 
in #1 above, but let’s drill down a bit. If physical gatherings are limited in size, you have a few 
options: (1) offer more services (2) encourage people to continue worshiping online (3) remove 
chairs from your worship center to help people avoid close contact (4) block off pews so that people 
no longer sit right behind someone, reducing the chances of them sneezing or coughing directly into 
the back of the person in front of them. If your church reopens with the “worship only” option, 
you’ll have to decide these things now. 

16. What are you going to do about larger Sunday School groups? No one is going to want to sit in a 
crowded room for Bible study, yet so many of our classes have been allowed to grow to have very 
large attendance. Do you feel good about letting 25 or more senior adults meet in a room that holds, 
well, 25 or 30 senior adults? If you have space to start new groups, now is the time – help people 
spread out. But if your church is out of space, like mine is, what’s the next step?? One option is to 
start another hour of Sunday School. For my church, we’d go from two hours to three. Yours might 
go from one hour to two. Or another option is to place some groups online while others remain on 
campus. There’s not going to be a quick and easy solution to this. 

17. What’s your plan for Sunday School curriculum? Most churches have provided print products – 
we call them Personal Study Guides (for group members); some adults still refer to them as 
“quarterlies” because they are distributed at church at the beginning of a new quarter. But because 
of social distancing and the new emphasis on virtual groups, should you keep print products but 
add digital ones for those groups meeting off campus? Thankfully, my company, LifeWay, creates 
digital versions of all its ongoing Bible study products, so we can meet whatever demand the church 
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has. I have been providing print products at my church, but I’m about to add digital so my groups 
can be flexible in meeting on or off campus. 

18. Will you reopen the doors of your church with a “worship only” strategy? I am hearing of more 
and more churches that are choosing this option whenever we are allowed to meet again on campus. 
They are adding services, removing chairs, practicing social distancing, and focusing on regaining 
momentum in worship. Bible study groups will remain online for safety in the short-term, and will 
be added back to the on-campus experience in time. 

19. Do you have a plan for reducing expenses if your church’s offerings don’t rebound? This is the 
time for a “budget scrub” – while offerings are still decent and expenses have been lower because of 
reduced activities. Churches need to be thinking, “What if…” – what if our offerings don’t hold 
steady because of rising unemployment of members? Before the church returns to the building, 
every church needs a “plan B” strategy just in case giving drops in late summer or early fall. I have 
friends in ministry that I deeply respect who believe we (the church) have not felt the financial 
impact of COVID-19 like we will in the days and months ahead. I think they may be right. 

20. How will you deal with the rise of COVID-19 related addictions? One mental health expert said in 
a webinar meeting last week, “I’m hearing that porn sites are giving away free memberships during 
COVID-19…just what people don’t need.” In that same webinar last week on mental health, the 
presenter assured the audience that substance abuse is on the rise, too. Alcohol sales are soaring. He 
cautioned us to be ready to do lots of counseling and referring of people to professionals in our post-
COVID 19 reality. 

21. Are you going to decrease the fellowship time between on-campus worship services? Some 
churches that have multiple services and Sunday School hours schedule up to 30 minutes of time 
between those events because they value the opportunity to gather, have coffee, and fellowship. In a 
COVID-19 world, it is a good idea not to let that happen. Shorter times between worship services, 
and the elimination of coffee bar areas (yes, I know….it’s sacrilege to think about not having coffee 
stations around the building!) will help keep people moving to their next destination, a worship 
service or a Bible study group, and it will help reduce the “let’s hang out and give each other 
COVID-19.” 

22. Are you going to postpone mid-week Wednesday night services, meals, and Bible studies? This 
won’t be a forever thing, but in the near future following the return of the church to its buildings, 
will you continue a virtual, online prayer meeting and Bible study time? Can you find volunteer 
workers to support a Wednesday night strategy on campus? Do you want to put people around 
tables for the traditional mid-week meal on Wednesday nights? 

23. Should you be investing in new digital equipment right now? Yes, we’ve all hopped online and 
used Facebook Live to broadcast our worship services. Some of us are doing that with iPads and 
other devices, but is this the time to admit that online worship is probably here to stay? If yes, then it 
makes sense to invest dollars now so that cameras and other equipment can be purchased that will 
help the church be more professional in the new online world of worship. 
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24. Will a new staff or volunteer position emerge from COVID-19? Because the church has 
permanently moved online now, could it lead to the adoption of a new position of leadership? Will 
churches turn their attention to a Virtual Pastor whose job it is to oversee the technical aspects of the 
new digital frontier? Will they become responsible to develop groups and strategies to reach people 
online? It’s highly likely that this is going to take place; the role may first be added to a staff person 
who is currently serving the church, but when it is possible to split that role and afford a new 
person, churches may hire online pastors. 

This list of questions is not exhaustive. It’s representative of many things we should be thinking about right 
now, before we get the OK from government leaders to gather again. 

What would you add to this list? What have I left out? Let’s pool our experience and wisdom to help Jesus’ 
bride be prepared for the new world we find ourselves in. I’d love for you to respond to this post, share 
your thoughts, and then share it in social media. We’ve got to get the church thinking and talking about 
these things. 
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One of the main reasons I include this chapter on spiritual family is because of the growing 
trend of Christians believing that involvement in the local church—our spiritual family—is 
unnecessary.  They will often justify their stance like this: “I have close Christian friends.  Going 
to church doesn’t make you a Christian.  The church is not a building, but it’s people.  My 
Christian friends and I are the church, so we don’t need to go to church.” 

This can be dangerous and disastrous for anybody—including individuals with same-sex 
attractions.  These men and women may experience intimacy and commitment with their 
Christian friends but are isolated from true family.  Being untethered from a local church is 
being untethered from Christ.  How can we have union with Christ if we don’t have union with 
the body of Christ? 

Christian friends are essential and can provide godly counsel.  But they can also provide 
poor counsel, especially when separated from the wisdom and accountability of the people of 
God.  Solomon’s son Rehoboam listened to his imprudent friends, and this led to the breakup of 
the united kingdom.  “But [Rehoboam] abandoned the counsel that the old men gave him and 
took counsel with the young men who had grown up with him and stood before him” (1 Kings 
12:8). 

Job lost everything, but his three friends went and sat with him on the ground for seven 
days and seven nights.  While mourning together, they spoke no words (Job 2:13).  Sadly, 
trouble came when Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar opened their mouths.  The rest of the book 
consists mostly of their poor advice to Job and Job’s defense.  In the end, God rebuked these 
three friends for their folly (42:7-8). 

Christian friends are part of the body of Christ, but we cannot say they are the body of 
Christ or can replace it!  So what’s the difference between a regular and intentional gathering 
of Christian friends and the regular and intentional gathering of the local church?  Aren’t these 
two basically the same?  No, they are fundamentally different in at least three important ways: 
the preaching of God’s Word, the sacraments or ordinances, and headship. 
 
The Preaching of God’s Word 
I don’t know of any friends who regularly hang out together and actually preach to one 
another.  They may talk about God’s Word, but this is different from the public proclamation of 
God’s Word.  The reading, teaching, and preaching of Scripture are inherent aspects of the local 
body of Christ. 

When ancient Israel gathered, the leaders publicly read Scripture to the people of God 
(Exodus 24:7; Joshua 8:34; 2 Kings 23:2; Nehemiah 8:8).  The first-century church continued this 
practice of publicly reading God’s Word (Colossians 4:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:27; 1 Timothy 4:13). 

In his first letter to Timothy, Paul provides some instructions on the worship gatherings 
of the local body of believers in Ephesus.  He exhorts Timothy to be devoted to the public 
reading and teaching of Scripture and to exhortation (1 Timothy 4:13).  In his last-known letter 
to Timothy, the apostle reminds his disciple, “Preach the word; be ready in season and out of 
season” (2 Timothy 4:2). 



The preaching of God’s Word is one of the main things that separate the local church 
from a gathering of Christians.  It helps believers stay anchored in correct doctrine and away 
from false teaching.  But how is this different from going to a conference where the Word of 
God is being preached?  The local church also baptizes converts and administers the Lord’s 
Supper (the sacraments and ordinances). 
 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 
The ordinances or sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper are specific to the church.  The 
only form of covenanted relationships that the New Testament conveys is one shaped by God’s 
grand story: spiritual brotherhood and sisterhood.  The redeemed are family with baptism as 
the initial sign of the covenant and the Lord’s Supper as the ongoing affirmation of this 
covenant. 

We are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 
28:19).  Baptism also unites us with Christ in his death and resurrection (Romans 6:3-5).  We 
regularly receive the Lord’s Supper to remember and “proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes” (I Corinthians 11:26).  The local body of believers baptizes and partakes of the Lord’s 
Supper as a way of “covenanting” together as the family of God. 

But again, what is the difference between two covenanted best friends and the family of 
God?  Not only is the Word of God not regularly preached, but two best friends also don’t 
constitute the body of Christ under spiritual headship, where discipleship, accountability, 
discipline, and restoration are inherent aspects. 
 
Headship and the Body 
The body of Christ has many members.  Paul explains, “For the body does not consist of one 
member but of many” (1 Corinthians 12:14).  A body has a head, and the head of the body is 
Christ himself (Colossians 1:18).  The body is also made up of church leaders who guide and 
shepherd the flock as pastors (Ephesians 4:11-12). 

While best friends can tend to be more inward focused and sometimes isolated, 
spiritual family should be both inward and outward focused.  As brothers and sisters, we are 
tethered to the local church and under its spiritual authority.  This accountability helps foster 
healthy relationships that aren’t segregated from the body of believers. 

Our pastors, elders, and church leaders must be present in our lives.  But this occurs 
only if we include them and allow them to speak wisdom and truth to us.  In essence, this is 
discipleship.  Although discipleship involves a strong friendship between mentor and disciple, 
friendship is not equivalent to discipleship. The ideal context for discipleship is the local church. 

Accountability for both encouragement and correction is a key aspect in the life of every 
Christian, but it involves work and risk.  Fortunately, accountability is inherent in a healthy 
church.  Jesus lays the framework of accountability and discipleship, both of which are family 
responsibilities: 
 

If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone.  If 
he listens to you, you have gained your brother.  But if he does not listen, take one or 
two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two 
or three witnesses.  If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church.  And if he refuses 



to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. (Matthew 
18:15-17) 
 
In verses 21-22, we learn that not only are accountability and discipleship inherent in 

spiritual family but forgiveness and restoration are as well.  Peter asks, “Lord, how often will my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive him?  As many as seven times?”  Jesus answers him, “I do 
not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.”  Discipline must always be done with the 
intent of restoration and forgiveness (2 Corinthians 2:5-11; Galatians 6:1). 

Regrettably, church discipline is often ignored or, when applied, seems more retributive 
in nature than filled with the hope of a redemptive restoration.  Especially for those guilty of 
sexual sin, a lot of shame, isolation, and fear are involved.  Biblical restoration after a moral fall 
is essentially a family reunion where the prodigal comes back from a far country and is again 
one with the body of Christ. 

Are we doing family well?  Is this a lived-out reality?  The church isn’t as healthy as it 
should be.  We have much to improve in this area because we aren’t truly acting as we ought.  
If we really lived as spiritual family, as true brothers and sisters in Christ, I believe we could 
effectively mitigate issues like loneliness and isolation, along with the sorrow and pain that 
often accompany them. 

Relationships with our brothers or sisters in Christ should be among the most intimate 
and real relationships we have.  One-flesh union of husband and wife makes it unique 
compared with other relationships.  Yet it is still a temporary union for our time on earth.  The 
only permanent human relationship is between those bound by Christ’s blood in the spiritual 
family of God. 

However, we must say this: friendship is not meant to replace marriage, and marriage is 
not meant to replace friendship.  The reason why we do not need a covenant best friend is 
simply because God has given us covenant brothers and sisters in the body of Christ.  This 
doesn’t mean that you’ll be close to all in the same way—we will have closer brothers or 
sisters.  In the same way, marriage is not meant to replace the godly same-sex sibling 
relationships we must cultivate as we follow Jesus together! 

The key to a healthy and intimate spiritual family is integration.  This should be inherent 
in the local church, but it isn’t always the case.  If we indeed lived as family, we wouldn’t be so 
segregated.  There’s a place for more narrowly focused fellowship groups, but a healthy church 
is an integrated church.  The church as family affirms that life together is necessary and 
beneficial for all—same-sex attracted or opposite-sex attracted, single or married. 

We learn and grow from one another.  A single person can learn so much from a 
married individual, and vice versa.  The same applies to age differences as well.  Why are our 
youth not learning from some of our older saints?  And why are young couples not learning 
from some of the godly, single elderly women and men in our congregations? 

In the relational voids that are common in churches, many Christians with same-sex 
attractions want to find a friend just like them who can completely understand their situation.  
But maybe this isn’t part of God’s plan.  Why do we need to find someone just like us?  I know 
that it’s more comfortable and it’s easier.  But God wants to stretch and grow us.  It’s more 
challenging to develop brotherhood or sisterhood with someone very different, but it brings 
great reward. 



My best friend, Joe Hendrickson, is a true brother in the Lord.  We were roommates at 
Moody Bible Institute, and he now serves as an associate pastor in the Spokane area.  Our 
brotherhood has continued to this day.  Honestly, we’re quite different.  He loves the outdoors, 
and I would rather stay inside.  He’s excellent at every sport, and I can barely catch a ball.  I’m 
an extrovert, and he’s an introvert.  But we both love the Lord. 

Joe is one of the most honest and transparent young men I know, a man who 
passionately loves the Lord and wants him to be known.  It’s because of our differences, not in 
spite of them, that I’ve tremendously grown through our relationship to love Jesus more.  If I 
were looking for someone just like me, I would never have had this close brother relationship. 

Again, my fear with focusing too much on a best friend, especially one who’s just like 
me, is that I’ll miss out on the diversity of the family of God and all it means.  If we’re family, 
then nuclear families won’t treat singles like outsiders.  The homes of families would have 
singles in them who aren’t “physical” family.  However, married people must take the initiative. 

It’s much harder—and sometimes inappropriate—for a single person to invite himself 
into the life and home of a family.  But it’s completely appropriate for a husband and wife to 
invite a single sister or brother into the regular life of the couple’s home.  I dream of the day 
when this becomes a reality.  Imagine the message a married couple conveys when they give 
their single friend a house key and say, “Come whenever you want.  We are family!”10 

I cannot stress too much how crucial spiritual family is for singles—particularly those 
with the “double curse” of having same-sex attractions.  We have no family of our own.  No 
spouse to hold when we lie in bed.  No kids to return to after a rough and tiring day.  For many, 
it’s just an empty dark and cold apartment. 

Spiritual family means that if the church were actually the church, if the body of Christ 
were actually the body of Christ, if the family of God were actually the family of God, then not 
having a physical family wouldn’t really matter!  Because we’d have real family.  A family that is 
eternal.  I’d have spiritual brothers and sisters to hold me and comfort me and love me and 
point me to Christ. 

Will you commit to making this a reality for the sake of me and all Christian singles?  
More importantly, will you do it for the sake of Christ, by making the beauty and glory of his 
body known?  “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another” (John 13:35). 
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Friday, May 1 - The Costa Rica mission district led by
Pastor Victor Quesada continues to find houses of peace
where people are hungry for God.  Pastor Victor writes about
a family lacking in earthly resources, but instead have
heavenly riches through their deep love for God.  This
family gathers around 20 people in their home which has
become a house of peace. Seeing the hunger for God and His
word is what motivates the Quesadas to continue sharing the
vision that transforms lives through the Gospel.

Saturday, May 2 - PhiChai, a Burmese boy with a Thai identity was
abandoned by his Burmese mother, and then also by the Thai couple
who persuaded her to give birth in a hospital and who signed his birth
certificate when she refused.  When he was 4 years old, he was found at
the front gate of the ICCM Lahu Hostel in Thailand.  Now 6 years old,
he has been given a family, a community, an education and a sponsor.
May God give complete healing for the trauma he has gone through!

Sunday, May 3 - Daisy Arzu, leader of the mission district in Honduras, sends
this report.  A mother/daughter team (Belkis and Nayely) serve the Garifuna
people in Honduras by opening their home as a house of peace.  While Belkis
ministers to the adults, Nayely teaches the children.  Now Belkis has started a
second generation house of peace. Even though they have received opposition, 
they are committed to bringing the Gospel to their own people, a unique people
group descended from African slaves and brought to the new world.

Monday, May 4 - Serving in Taiwan, Tim and Lily
Kinkead (left) are praising the Lord for the man on
the far right who they call ‘their good friend Arthur
Wang.’  He is  now in discipleship training, has
started daily devotions, plans to begin serving as a
greeter on Sunday mornings and has started reading 
The Purpose Driven Life.  They ask prayer for him
to lean on God and not on his own wisdom.  Prayer
also for Tim and his thyroid surgery.

Sunday, May 5 - The governments of Bulgaria, Serbia and
North Macedonia enforced lockdown in mid-March. The FMC,
led by Al Melligner, continued to cover the stipends for church
planters, and they also received some unexpected donations for
general ministry.  Since their leaders in these 3 countries were
using their own support to feed and provide medicine for needy
neighbors, they praise God that Team Balkans by mid-April was
able to assist over 20 churches to meet real needs in real time. 



Monday, May 6 - Pastor Wilson Esambe leads the work in
Cameroon with 13 churches and 453 members.  Prayers for
Wilson and his wife Judith as they recently lost their oldest
son, 11-year-old Japhet, to a sudden illness.  A conflict
between French and English speakers in the north and
western regions has resulted in one church being destroyed
and a number of FM people losing their homes and property. 
With its strategic position at the crossroads between West
and Central Africa, Cameroon is home to over 250 native
languages and nearly 20 million people.

Tuesday, May 7 - An Impact Middle East leader in Iraq, A, answered God’s
call to disciple young people who, like him, have been displaced by war. 
Born in Baghdad in 1985, he moved to the northern part of Iraq when he
was 20 where, through sports ministry, he is developing relationships that

open the door for him to share the love of Jesus. As he disciples young people, they then become
leaders in sports ministry building relationships with other youth in desperate need of God’s love. 
In a community where there is so much displacement and a huge refugee crisis, God is providing
a message of hope.  Prayers that as A, and others like him, answer God’s call, many new
believers will become both leaders and disciple makers.

Wednesday, May 8 - Maria is a
widow and a refugee from
Rwanda living in Nairobi,
Kenya. With three children and
without a formal job, life has
been challenging. When
Tumaini Women of Kenya

started in her location 5 years ago, she joined one of the groups and began to save $2 per month.
Maria is a seamstress and also makes and sells peanut butter as part of her small business.  Last
month her home was broken into by thugs at 2:00 a.m. Thankfully, they did not take her sewing
machine, but they took clothes, her small TV, a cooker, other household items and some money
with which she was going to pay her rent.  TWK members visited her, and others have helped. 
Praise God that no one was harmed and that God is able to heal trauma.

Thursday, May 9 - Who would post such a picture? 
Of course, Phyllis Sortor, who writes, “Returning to
Nigeria in May 2015 after the kidnaping changed
everything in our work among the Fulani people.
‘Now we know you really love us!’ ‘That you’re
serious about planned grazing on reserves as a
solution to the problems between farmers and

herdsmen,’ the government said, and gave me a resident’s permit, a
4-year collaborative contract and 3 grazing reserves to manage . . . I work in a country where
kidnaping, armed robbery and terrorism run rampant.  But God has me and my team in His safety
net, under the shadow of His wings, and from November through February . . . my staff and I
hosted 4 teams from the U.S., driving them up and down the country, visiting and staying in
remote areas, sleeping in the bush, but throughout those many weeks, no sickness, no attacks, no
trouble of any kind.”  (email me if you’d like me to forward her complete, fascinating email.)



Friday, May 10 - ICCM Director Alma Thompson writes on 3/31, “ICCM
sponsors are feeding children these days!  As nations around the globe
have gone into COVID-19 lockdown, access to food has decreased and
prices have sky rocketed. ICCM has temporarily shifted its priority to get
food to children where they are. Some of our ICCM facilities now house
bags of rice that will be distributed over the next few months.  Funds have
been sent home with families sufficient to buy basics for the month, and
some schools are prepping and delivering ready-made meals.” 

Saturday, May 11 - European missionaries’
zoom meeting in April  -  L to R and T to B: 
Jose Fernandez, Josh & Susie Fajardo,
Diane & Al Mellinger, Ada Hernandez,
Sarah & Chad Anderson, Kati & Gerry
McNamara, Chance & DeeDee Galloway,
Katie Winckles, Eric & Amy Casteel, Larry
Winckles, Summer Miller, Tanya
Mendakoff, Camilo Mora, Mitch &
LynnSue Pierce, Mike Long, Magala Mora,
Cindi Angelo, Eduardo Angelo.  These
English-speaking missionaries serve in
Spain, Bulgaria, Hungary, Belgium, Russia,
Greece and Portugal while Mike &
LynnSue Pierce live in the US, but serve as
pastors for them.

Sunday, May 12 - Michael and Tanya Mendakoff have served the orphans, disabled
and elderly in Russia since 2003. They and their two children, Liana and Erik, live
among the people, transforming the lives of their community. The Mendakoffs serve
with local Christians to spread the gospel and provide basic necessities to the needy in
Russia.  Together with a team of other Christians, they are working to disciple new
believers.  May they reach their goal of planting an FM church there this month.  

Monday, May 13 - Summer Miller is serving as a VISA Voyager missionary in Greece.  
Her one-year assignment partnering with FM missionaries Mike and Maria Long, began
in October of 2019.  She writes, “If there is something that you aren't good at . . .but you
fear living it out because of what others might think. Stop the fear. When you do the
thing that God is calling you to do, it's not about who is listening or how well you do it.
It's about obeying the call that God has given you. . . He will use you.”

Tuesday, May 14 - The most vulnerable affected by the corona virus in India are the
daily wage workers, migrants, and street vendors.  Some are members of FM churches.
The lock-down has forced many out of the work they rely on each day for food and life’s
basic needs. Many families are going home to their original villages camping at railway
stations and bus stops and being exposed to the virus. This FM family has already been
helped. May God’s people act in generous ways during this time to come forward with
much-needed support so that as many families as possible can be helped.

       



Wednesday, May 15 - For the Crouse family, missionaries in Quito,
Ecuador, events of the last few months meant a quick dash to
Philadelphia to get Marissa moved out of her university dorm and
getting her and Alena set up for home study.  Some retreats and
speaking engagements were cancelled as was their first ever sabbatical
as they continue to participate in meetings and mentoring sessions with
the church in Ecuador via the internet.  Becky is working on writing,

translating, and editing a manual that will be used across Latin America to help train facilitators
of pastoral formation courses.  JR has updated their mailing list as part of changing from one
newsletter service to another, and they are trying to connect with supporters through video.  They
write, “Through all the changes and uncertainty, the thing that has helped keep us grounded has
been our relationship with God Whose character and love for us are unchanging.”

Thursday, May 16 - The FMC in Mozambique, a
Portuguese-speaking country, reached out to the people
of Angola, who also speak Portuguese.  The Brazilian
FM General Conference also began work there. A
serious humanitarian crisis exists from prolonged
military activities particularly in the abundance of
minefields.  May the 15 FM churches with a
membership of 2 ½  thousand make a difference as
church planting expands throughout the country.

Friday, May 17 - The FMC in Hungary has been working with a children’s home
in Gyor, and rejoice that the needed funds were raised to purchase a printer for the
home and with enough left over to get extra supplies (paper and ink cartridges). 
Prayers for the children and teens to keep up with their on-line school work
assignments, and for the staff as they manage this. Prayers that the staff will
recognize the love of Jesus through the interest of the FMC, and that the children
will learn to put their trust in a God Who cares about them.

Saturday, May 18 - Pa Kep, national leader in Myanmar, wrote on 4/11: the
government announced that 38 people are affected with this virus and 3 have
died. The health care system is very poor here with only one place to check so
he cannot imagine how many people are already affected.  He is thankful that
the US government is helping Myanmar get a machine that can check about
1300 people a day.  He says, “Even though we are under lockdown, God never
stops His salvation ministry. Two people received Jesus as their Lord and were
baptized last week in the Golden Triangle area. Praise the Lord. We are praying
that many people will be saved and know Jesus Christ in this time of difficulty.”

Sunday, May 19 - Missionary Dennis Leon reports from an FM district in Cosa Rica: 
While Houses of Peace can’t physically get together, they are meeting through virtual
channels.   The church is also providing baskets of food to people who are facing
unemployment due to restrictions.  Besides the physical need, may these baskets
provide opportunities for ministry. Some are being giving chickens to raise so they
can have access to eggs and meat. Much of Costa Rica’s economy depends on
tourism, and now the beaches have been closed. May the Lord use His church to
miraculously provide for those in need. 

 



Monday, May 20 - Tumaini means HOPE.  Tumaini Women Kenya works with
local Kenyan churches and communities to find African solutions to African
challenges encouraging fellowship, accountability and support –a safe place to save
money and have access to low interest loans. Jane is a widow who raises sugar cane. 
With TWK business loans she has paid her children’s school fees, purchased two
water tanks and donated for the construction of her church buying 7 tons of sand, 10
bags of cement, bricks, and even helping to pay the workers.  This is stewardship!

Tuesday, May 21 - As over a billion Muslims come to the end of Ramadan, fasting from sunup to
sundown, may they realize that only Jesus can fill their hunger.  Many Muslims have a heart to
seek and a willingness to sacrifice –an awareness of sin and their need for salvation.  May they
find the One Who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  May God reveal Himself in powerful
dreams and visions to Muslims during the final three days of Ramadan.

Wednesday, May 22 - Rose Brewer, director of SEED writes:  We know
these are challenging times for everyone as this coronavirus has impacted us
all. Our partner groups in Togo, India, Kenya, Jordan and other places are in
strict quarantine. More than ever, we feel that sending SEED gifts or care
packages is one tangible way to meaningfully connect. Stay home, stay safe,
and be a blessing here and to groups around the world.  Pictured left is
jewelry from MIA Tribe in Greece.  SEED pays fair trade wages to all
artisan groups, which helps them support their families and communities.

Thursday, May 23 - Darin and Jill Land, who serve in the Philippines, say they are
making their way through this new normal by developing added skills and
softening their hearts to the tragedies unfolding before their eyes. Jill stays busy 
processing packets from the library’s Curriculum Resource Center online, and
Darin utilizes on line technologies to teach classes.  Since he loves being creative
in the classroom, he’s enjoying this challenge.  Jill’s hand surgery was postponed

again, and she asks for prayer as some days it is particularly painful.  They are also concerned for
Grace, a pastor in Manila who had to be re-hospitalized after heart surgery and could easily
contract the virus.  

Friday, May 24 - This from Dr. Paul Olver, still ‘stuck’ in Argentina as of this
writing:  Greetings from Buenos Aires. We are safe and well after four weeks of
lockdown. But wherever we are, the internet allows us to continue our work and
stay in close contact with leaders throughout Latin America.  Most countries here
are under strict quarantine with borders closed. A young pastor posted on FB: Now
we understand the vision for community church planting. People can see like never
before that the church is not the building.

 
Saturday, May 25 -  As Latin America Director Ricardo Gomez meets with
leaders across the continent, they pray and share.  One pastor said, “There are
so many people watching online that I don't know where we will put them all
when we can meet together again.” Though it is difficult to track, as services
moved online, more and more people started tuning in, and there have been
new conversions!  Several churches and conferences have invited "guest"
speakers from other parts of the continent for teaching or speaking. Travel
cost alone made this idea unheard of prior to quarantine.



Sunday, May 26 -Caio(left) is a sponsored ICCM child whose parents are church
planters in a remote, poor region of Brazil. Benjamin(right) is the ICCM national
coordinator’s son in Cambodia.  Both of these children need God’s healing touch
on their bodies.  May the Lord’s faithfulness also extend to bless their parents’
service with fruit and favor!

Monday, May 27 - When ISIS began its reign of terror, the city of Erbil in
northern Iraq became a place of refuge for tens of thousands of people fleeing the
violence. Impact Middle East leader Deler’s church reached out to these refugees
with the love of Jesus. Those who have found Christ as their Savior will carry the
life-changing gospel message with them as they return to their homelands or
resettle around the world.

 
Tuesday, May 28 - John Jairo, a national pastor in Colombia tells about a new believers’
group that has formed at a local prison, meeting regularly and asking the FM church in
Medellin to help them grow in their relationships with Christ. Also, the church is praying
for an effective way to reach out to an indigenous group from Venezuela now living in
Colombia.  Pray for church planters now working in four nearby cities that the Lord
would strengthen and provide for them while giving them opportunities to minister and
grow.  His wife is Susana.

Wednesday, May 29 -After B began attending a Middle East partner church in Jordan, her
husband noticed she was more at peace, and he began attending with her. Touched by the pastor’s
message, he downloaded the Bible on his phone, and then they visited the pastor.  Later, B had a
vision that gave her so much peace that she committed her family to Jesus. As the family became
more interested in Christianity, sometimes they literally even forgot to eat.  Then her husband
received a healing miracle from an inherited blood disorder.  No longer an angry man, he began
attending a discipleship class with his wife, and last year they were baptized.  Now their oldest
son has also embraced the Christian faith; however after opening their home to believers from
various other Middle East countries, they received a majority-faith visitor who threatened to
contact their families back in Iraq. Having to move again, we can pray for them.

Thursday, May 30 - Hiuberth Zapata, Nicaragua’s missions district leader,
shares this story about Maximo, a man who clung to the things of the world
nearly his whole life.  Then a house church leader explained the gospel to
Maximo  so clearly that he accepted Jesus, began to be discipled and was
baptized on his sickbed.  Now his family has started attending a house
church in the capital city of Managua. 

Friday, May 31 - Refugees in Kurdistan, who previously
had no interest in the Bible, are studying it now, asking
questions and growing in their faith.  One day they may
move to Canada, Australia,  the US or even back to their
home countries.  May they be gospel messengers carrying the
hope, grace and truth with them.  Impact Middle East is
sowing seeds to multiply the Gospel message!



 




